Alcohol-related brain damage--the concerns of the Mental Welfare Commission.
Scottish mental health legislation permits 'guardianship' for certain mentally impaired individuals, which imposes a requirement on place of residence, access and attendance at specified services for treatment and rehabilitation. The use of guardianship for alcohol-related brain damage increased steeply in the years 1993-1998. Possible explanations include: (1) increased prevalence or diagnosis of these conditions; (2) reduction of hospital beds; (3) a trend towards diminishing family and social support; (4) increased social work involvement in caring for such individuals; (5) increased consideration of the use of guardianship; (6) new private residential services; (7) lack of interest in the condition by existing services. There have been legal and clinical concerns about such individuals under guardianship relating to quality of ongoing clinical assessment, need for specific treatment and for the management of associated psychiatric illness, issues over control of drinking and control of personal finances, uncertainty over the use of restraint, and need for programmes helping the individual's progress towards independent living.